
Attachment 1 

Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In spring 2008, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) was 
approached by a group of anglers who were concerned that cured salmon 
eggs used for bait were causing mortality when consumed by juvenile 
salmon and steelhead. 
 
Preliminary tests conducted by ODFW and Oregon State University in 
fall 2008 supported what the anglers had observed. ODFW, working in 
cooperation and collaboration with several representatives from the egg 
cure industry, conducted a more comprehensive investigation that began 
in summer 2009 and concluded in early winter 2010. 
 
Preliminary findings, released in December 2009, demonstrated “that 
some commercially available cures caused elevated mortality in juvenile 
chinook and steelhead.” The researchers also concluded that the most 
likely cause of the mortality was high levels of sodium sulfites in the 
cures. In June 2011, final results of the study were published in a peer- 
reviewed journal, confirming the researcher’s preliminary findings. 
 
At the August 2010 Commission meeting, ODFW reported on these 
findings and outlined to the Commission how the agency was working 
with the egg cure industry to address these results. Most discussions were 
centered on how best to implement a phased, non-regulatory approach to 
eliminating sodium sulfite in egg cures. The Commission supported this 
approach and requested an update in fall 2011 on how this would be 
resolved. 
 
In response to an industry request to evaluate retaining some level of 
sodium sulfite use, primarily for mold inhibition, ODFW further analyzed 
the data from the published study to determine if there was a 
concentration of sodium sulfites (other than total elimination) that would 
result in an acceptable level of risk to fish managers. Based on staff 
findings, ODFW developed recommended maximum amounts of sodium 
sulfite for use in egg cures and cured eggs. Detailed findings are in 
Attachments 2 and 3. 
 
ODFW is scheduled to meet with industry representatives on August 15, 
2011 to discuss implementation of a non-regulatory approach as described 
in Attachments 2 and 3, with implementation currently scheduled to begin 
on October 1, 2011. 
 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ODFW met with representatives from the egg cure industry and the 
Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association on several occasions in 2010 
and 2011 to discuss voluntary and non-regulatory options to resolve this 
issue.  
 
ODFW published a half page advertisement (PSA) on page 34 of the 2011 
Oregon Sport Fishing Regulation pamphlet. An updated PSA will be 
published in the 2012 pamphlet. 
 



  
ISSUE 1 
 

REVIEW OPTIONS ODFW HAS DEVELOPED TO ADDRESS 
THE MORTALITY ASSOCIATED WITH SODIUM SULFITES IN 
CURED EGGS AND EGG CURES.  

ANALYSIS 
 

See Attachments 2 and 3. 

OPTIONS 
 

1. Direct ODFW to seek agreement with the egg cure industry to adopt 
and implement the non-regulatory “deminimis” approach to guide the 
quantity of sodium sulfite used to produce egg cures. 

 
2. In the absence of a non-regulatory solution, direct ODFW to develop 

administrative rules to ban the sale and use of eggs cured with sodium 
sulfites for bait in Oregon. 
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1. Option 1 
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